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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

Applicant's "Response to April 6, 2000 Office Action" filed on July 5, 2006 has 
been considered. 

Applicant's response by pointing out in the specification each of the elements of 
the claims that was rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph has overcome the 
Examiner's rejection. 

Claim 17 is amended. Claims 1-18 remain pending in this application. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,892,900 to Ginter. 

Regarding claims 1 , Ginter discloses a content secondary distribution 
management system comprising: a plurality of user devices for managing secondary 
distribution in which a transaction of content usable by a user device is performed 
between the plurality of user devices (see at least Figure 77; col. 280, lines 59-65; col. 
261 , lines 10-48), wherein a first settlement log is issued from a first of the plurality of 
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user devices to one of a service provider and a clearing center every time the content is 
distributed by the first user device (see at least col. 261 , lines 10-34; col. 263, lines 5- 
10; col. 168, lines 26-27; col. 281, line 10- col. 282, line 5) and a second settlement log 
is issued from a second of the plurality of user devices to said one of a service provider 
and a clearing center every time the content is distributed by the second user device 
(see at least col. 261, lines 10-34; col. 263, lines 5-10; col. 168, lines 26-27; col. 327, 
lines 30-39; col. 281 , line 10- col. 282, line 5), and a settlement processing for the 
content is performed based on the first settlement log and the second settlement log 
under the management of said one of a service provider and a clearing center (see at 
least Figure 77; col. 281, line 10- col. 282, line 5). 

Regarding claim 2 , Gruse discloses a content receiving user (end user) device 
for receiving the content deducts a content usage fee from an electronic money balance 
up to an allowable amount of money set in an issue log based on information of usage 
control policy of the content, the content receiving user device creates a usage log; the 
content providing user device creates a receive log and sends the receive log to the 
service provider and a clearing center; and the service provider and the clearing center 
performs the settlement processing for the electronic money for the use of the content 
based on the receive log, and requests and account management institution to perform 
transfer processing for the content usage fee; and the account management institution 
performs the transfer processing (see at least Figure 25A; col. 42, line 59 - col. 43, line 
20; col. 281, lines 33-44). 

Regarding claims 3-8 and 10-16 , Gruse discloses: 
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• the content to be distributed between the user devices is contained in a secure 
container which stores a content price and information of a usage control policy 
including profit distribution information (see at least col. 59, lines 36-61 ; col. 279, 
lines13-20; col. 279, lines 42-49; col. 292, lines 15-27), and wherein the service 
provider and a clearing center constructs a form of the transfer processing 
according to a log containing a content fee payer and a content fee receiver 
based on the profit distribution information (see at least col. 59, lines 36-61; col. 
279, lines 21-31; col. 279, lines 42-49; col. 292, lines 15-27); 

• the usage control policy information includes indicating whether the secondary 
distribution of the content between the user devices is allowed, and wherein upon 
receiving the receive log created for a content in which the secondary distribution 
is not allowed, the service provider and the clearing center nullifies settlement 
processing to be performed for the receive log (see at least col. 279, lines 21-31 ; 
col. 281, lines 23-41); 

• each user devices for performing the transaction of the content comprises an 
encryption processing unit, mutual authentication processing, and the user 
devices attach a digital signature and verify the digital signature (see at least col. 
21 , line 60 - col. 22, line 25; col. 257, lines 33-36); 

• the user devices, service provider, and clearing center comprises an encryption 
processing unit, mutual authentication processing, attach a digital signature and 
verify the digital signature (see at least col. 21 , line 60 - col. 22, line 25; col. 257, 
lines 33-36); 
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• the clearing center comprises a user balance database for managing an 
electronic money balance of the content and creates an issue log in which an 
allowable amount of money is set up to electronic money balance (see at least 
col. 36, lines 10-43; col. 40, lines 3-61; col. 280, lines 22-26); and 

• usage control policy information includes profit distribution information of the 
content usage fee, and where usage log and receive log include the profit 
distribution information, the service provider and clearing center performs the 
settlement processing for the content usage fee based on profit distribution 
information also sends the transfer request to the account management 
institution (see at least col. 36, lines 10-43; col. 40, lines 3-61). 

Regarding claims 9 and 17 , Gruse discloses a method and a computer-readable 
medium having stored therein computer-executable instructions for managing 
secondary distribution in which a transaction of content usable a user device is 
performed between a plurality for user devices (see at least Figure 77; col. 280, lines 
59-65; col. 261, lines 10-48), comprising: issuing a settlement log for the use of the 
content from a content providing user device to a service provider and a clearing center 
every time an identical content is distributed (see at least col. 261, lines 10-34; col. 263, 
lines 5-10; col. 168, lines 26-27; col. 281, line 10- col. 282, line 5); and performing 
settlement processing for the identical content based on the settlement log under the 
management of the service provider and a clearing center (see at least Figure 77; col. 
281, line 10- col. 282, line 5). 
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Regarding claim 18 , Ginter discloses a computer-readable medium having stored 
therein computer-executable instructions which allows content secondary distribution 
management processing for managing secondary distribution in which a transaction to 
content usable by a user device is performed between a plurality of user devices to run 
on a computer (see at least Figure 77; col. 280, lines 59-65; col. 261, lines 10-48): 
issuing a settlement log (see at least col. 261, lines 10-34; col. 263, lines 5-10; col. 168, 
lines 26-27; col. 281, line 10- col. 282, line 5); and performing settlement processing for 
the identical content based on the settlement log (see at least Figure 77; col. 281 , line 
10- col. 282, line 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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